Spartan Daily, November 8, 2020 by San Jose State University, School of Journalism and Mass Communications
        VOL. 155, NO. 34 | SUNDAY, NOV. 8, 2020 | SINCE 1934  | WWW.SJSUNEWS.COM/SPARTAN_DAILY
E X T R A E X T R A
ILLUSTRATION BY BLUE NGUYEN, PAGE DESIGN BY CHELSEA NGUYEN FLEIGE
proud that the two presidential 
candidates, collectively, received 
the most votes ever tabulated in 
a U.S. election,” Papazian said. 
“This is all the more impressive 
given the challenges posed by 
the pandemic, and it speaks 
volumes about our ability to 
engage in civic and political 
matters we find important.” 
Papazian said she is 
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“We will now have, for 
the very first time, a woman 
holding the second-highest 
office in the land . . . and 
her Jamaican and Asian Indian 
ancestry symbolizes the rich 
diversity and possibilities of 
our nation,” Papazian said. 
Harris is set to make history 
as the first woman, Black and 
Asian American vice president 
of the U.S., according to a 
Nov. 7 CNN article. 
“Symbols matter, narratives 
matter, and the fact that we just 
elected a female vice president 
seems to matter to a non-trivial 
number of people,” Record said. 
“In that sense . . . I definitely 
think there’s a strong historical 
aspect to this.” 
Ortiz said that seeing a Black 
and Asian American woman 
elected as vice president is 
extremely inspiring. 
“I feel like a lot of barriers 
have been broken down for 
women who want to represent 
our country,” Ortiz said. “I’m 
just so happy that there’s more 
representation. I feel like it’s 
been past due that we’ve needed 
a person of color and a woman 
in that position.” 
Political science junior Ashley 
Guerrero said the outcome of 
the U.S. 2020 election is a step 
in the right direction. 
“I feel like right now the 
most important thing is harm 
reduction,” Guerrero said.
On Friday, Trump announced 
on Twitter that he believes 
Biden should not “wrongfully” 
claim the presidency, and 
that “legal proceedings” 
would begin. 
Guerrero said Americans 
will not face the same troubles 
under Biden’s administration as 
they did with Trump’s, and the 
fear many have felt will soon 
fade away.
“There’s still other things that 
we have to worry about, such 
as making [Biden and Harris] 
accountable to what they said 
they would do,” she said. 
After such a fraught election, 
Biden made his first address as 
president-elect on Saturday and 
assured Americans that “this is 
[the] time to heal in America.” 
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
SUNDAY, NOV. 8, 202046TH U.S. PRESIDENT 3sjsunews.com/spartan_daily SUNDAY, NOV. 8, 20202
Biden wins presidency with  
record-setting election 
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Former vice president Joe Biden and California Sen. Kamala Harris speak in Wilmington, Delaware on Aug. 12 during their fi rst joint campaign fundraiser, held remotely.
After four long stressful 
days of counting ballots, Joe 
Biden has been elected the 
46th U.S. president, according to 
projections from the Associated 
Press, CNN and other 
news outlets. 
Biden was elected after 
winning 279 electoral 
votes to President Donald 
Trump’s 214, according to 
The New York Times.
It’s not uncommon for 
election results to be delayed 
a few days if the race is close, 
said Matthew Record, a San Jose 
State political science professor. 
“In this case, what we have 
are a lot of states that were 
decided by very, very thin 
margins,” Record said. 
Amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, many Americans, 
especially Democrats, voted 
early by using mail-in ballots 
according to an Oct. 18 
NPR article. 
About 160 million Americans 
voted in the 2020 election 
and more than 100 million 
Americans cast their ballots 
during the early voting 
period, according to a Nov. 4 
CNBC article. 
In Biden’s acceptance speech, 
he talked about the historic 
number of people who voted 
and the importance of coming 
together when America is so 
politically divided, according to 
a Saturday article by The New 
York Times.
“There’s never, never been 
anything we’ve tried and not 
been able to do,” Biden said. 
“Spread the faith.” 
Americans waited while 
several key states counted the 
vast amount of mail-in ballots. 
Ten swing states, including 
Wisconsin, Texas, Michigan, 
Ohio, North Carolina, 
Florida, Nebraska, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania and Arizona, 
became vital in determining the 
votes for the election. 
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such  as 
G e o r g i a 
and North 
C a r o l i n a , 
Trump and Biden had a 2% to 
7% voting advantage over the 
other.
“Most of the states were 
reporting their in-person 
vote counts before they were 
reporting their mail-in ballots,” 
Record said. 
Such was the case in swing 
state Pennsylvania where far 
more Democrats voted using 
mail-in ballots than voted in 
person. After almost all the 
mail-in ballots were counted, 
Biden took the lead and won 
Pennsylvania, giving him 
20 electoral votes and the 
presidential election, according 
to a Nov. 7 article by Politico. 
He said even though it’s 
unusual not knowing the 
winner of the election after four 
days of counting ballots, it was 
still too close to call. 
This long period of waiting 
to hear who won the election 
was especially agonizing 
for political science junior 
Britany Ortiz.
“I had so much anxiety. I 
cried because I felt like this 
election was just so personal,” 
Ortiz said. “I was scared for 
democracy.” 
Ortiz said she felt like a weight 
was lifted off her shoulders after 
hearing Biden won the election 
Saturday morning. 
“I feel really relieved. I feel 
like I’ve heard so many people 
say we can finally breathe,” 
Ortiz said. “I’m able to do my 
schoolwork for the week now, 
just because I’m so relieved.” 
SJSU President Mary 
Papazian congratulated Biden in 
a campuswide email, expressing 
her pride in the SJSU campus 
community for turning out to 
vote in the election. 
“The electorate should be 
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Election reflections
The highly contentious 2020 presidential election has been called the election of a generation by many. 
The Spartan Daily reached out on social media to hear from San Jose State community members about 
how they feel as this monumental chapter in U.S. history closes and another begins.
A Biden presidency doesn’t mean ‘We get 
to go back to brunch,’ it means that we 
must continue to push further to liberate 
our communities from harm . . . We must 
still be critical of these politicians and hold 
them accountable.
Erica Diaz
Chicanx studies and political science senior
Erica Diaz Reporting by Olivia Gerber
It is refreshing to wake up in the morning 
and see that Pennsylvania and Georgia 
have fl ipped . . . after being red for so 
many years. This election has been so 
important because I feel that it will 
determine whether racism will be 
tolerated in the future.
Ashna Sharma
Nutrition science sophomore
Ashna Sharma Reporting by Samantha Herrera 
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There’s still other things that we have 
to worry about, such as making [Biden 
and Harris] accountable to what they 
said they would do.
Ashley Guerrero
political science junior
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Seeing the highest voter turnout in 
American history is truly one for the books. 
This is a win for democracy 
because everyone’s voice mattered. 
Either if you voted by mail, or in person, 
you mattered. 
Natnaiel Yishak
 industrial technology freshman
Natnaiel Yishak Reporting by Samantha Herrera 
 I don’t expect drastic change to happen 
in the next four years but I do expect 
decency. That’s what we lost and that’s 
what I’ll be expecting in the future. I 
hope the nation and youth is ready to 
hold the president-elect accountable for 
change in the upcoming four years.
Tunde Odunlami
African American studies senior
Reporting by Jesus TellitudTunde Odunlami
As an Irani-American this was an 
election that was personal to me. 
This means having a president who 
actually gives a damn about college 
students and who actually cares about 
making higher education aff ordable and 
accessible to the masses.
Mana Shooshtari
political science senior
Mana Shooshtari Reporting by Olivia Gerber
To all the Biden supporters, I would urge 
them not to celebrate too early. To the 
Trump supporters, a recount doesn’t 
guarantee a Trump win. Third-party 




Shaan Vaishnav Reporting by Samantha Herrera 
Today is a huge win for democracy, 
but I think the country is going to have 
to go through a long healing process. 
This election has been very intense, 
emotional, and personal in so many 
ways to the point where I was barely 
able to get out of bed this week.
Britney Ortiz
political science junior
Britney Ortiz Reporting by Laura Fields
There are still litigations going on and I 
think it is irresponsible for news sources to 
call a victor before anyone had conceded. 
Just like the 2000 election between 
Bush and Al Gore – there was no winner 




Michael Vo Chau Reporting by Laura Fields
I think Joe Biden and his family are very 
corrupt, so I’m kinda upset at the fact 
that Hunter Biden’s laptop and how Tony 
Bobulinski exposed Joe Biden . . . didn’t 
make the American people realize he 
isn’t the man to lead the United States.
Ingrid Gallardo
global studies sophomore
Ingrid Gallardo Reporting by Samantha Herrera 
